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PREFACE 


With the publication of this Systematic Concordance of the Egyp¬ 
tian Coffin texts as published by De Buck 1 it is appropriate to ex¬ 
plain my aims and methods which resulted in the present framework. 
For a final analysis of the texts, De Buck’s original publication is 
indispensable, as hieroglyphs may be romanized according to inter¬ 
pretation in different ways. 

My aim has been to enable the general public to have an easy and 
effective entry to this important branch of ancient Egyptian litera¬ 
ture. These texts are not only unique in their religious scope, but 
also in their position in the development of the grammar of the ancient 
Egyptian language. The size of the corpus provided by De Buck and 
my wish to provide Egyptologists, theologians and others who want 
to use my references as soon as possible to study this literature, 
prevented me from including those coffin texts which are published 
by other editors. Rooted in tradition, my work aims to be a useful 
instrument, compatible with recent and forthcoming developments 
in Egyptology. 

The work is divided into 3 parts, complemented by an index: 

1 The analytical concordance of the verb; the various readings 
of each lemma are provided in romanization, divided into the 
morphological categories of the verb; within each category the 
verbs are treated in alphabetical order. 

A purely alphabetical approach of transliterated forms, although 
enabling the use of electronic databases, was rejected as it would 
result in the combination of huge amounts of information with¬ 
out internal cohesion, resulting in a complete loss of survey. 
Connected paradigms would become disconnected. As many 
expressions always occur in the same grammatical form of a 
verb, I choose an analytical classification according to verbal 


1 Adriaan de Buck. The Egyptian Coffin Texts . Chicago, 1935-1961. 7 vols. 
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forms, resulting in smaller and easier to survey clusters. Con¬ 
nections can be discerned at a glance. Because of the incon¬ 
sequent use of determinatives in the texts resulting in uncertainty 
regarding their exact signification, homonyms are not individu¬ 
ally distinguished. 

Classification is fluent: the same examples may be repeated in 
various classes as it is often impossible to restrict the use of a 
certain example to a unique form of a verb. Thus to a certain 
extent overlap is unavoidable. 

The nomenclature of verbal categories in the Concordance is 
self-evident and in keeping with the use of H.J. Polotsky. The 
so-called “Edel-form” is named after Elmar Edel, Altagyptische 
Grammatik , § 511. Roma, 1955-1964. 

2 Negations; categories and order as in part 1. 

3 An analytical study of the sentence in the Coffin Texts; an in¬ 
dex for the sentences in the order of De Buck’s corpus. 2 

4 An alphabetical index (vocabulary) to parts 1-3. 

Proper understanding of literary texts should precede theoretical analy¬ 
sis; this concordance and its companion, the hieroglyphic dictionary, 
are the result of my comprehensive reading and indexing of the corpus 
published by De Buck. During the process I became conscious of a 
curious phenomenon: grammar studies of ancient Egyptian are mostly 
restricted to description and do not (or insufficiently) acknowledge 
any relation between morphology and signification in these sacral 
and magical spells. In Egyptology it is accepted practice to study a 
text with a clear content from which the grammatical categories are 
described and explained, especially the formations of the verb. 

The concordance, following accepted grammar, ignores the even¬ 
tual semantical differences in morphological variants and homonyms. 


2 The term “sentences without verbs” has been substituted for the traditional 
“nominal sentence” because in my opinion the use of the latter in Egyptian is highly 
questionable. 
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In the process I gradually became convinced of the inevitability of 
a reassessment of the validity of the classification that I used. 

The autonomous corpus of the Coffin Texts has a strong, but far 
from uniform foundation in Egyptian thought and by studying it we 
can gain a much better insight into the formula of these sacral and 
magical spells. Restricted to the context of a single text without any 
variant, the traditional approach may render acceptable results. The 
Coffin Texts occur in variant readings that often show different verbal 
formations in an identical context. The pattern of apparently func¬ 
tional variant readings of the spell urges us to investigate the rel¬ 
evance of these morphological verbal differences for our understanding 
of Egyptian grammar. Probably we should reassess our opinions on 
the relation between morphology and signification within a given 
context. 

As linguistics show order and relative simplicity in the written rep¬ 
resentation of literary texts in general, the magic and sacral charac¬ 
ter of spells may presuppose a quite strict adherence to orthography. 
Until now we silently accepted written texts as phonetic representa¬ 
tions of spoken language, abandoning phenomena as body language 
and intonation which are important companions to human verbal 
communication. As is common in other languages, e.g. English and 
Danish, Egyptian orthography may contain elements which are ig¬ 
nored in pronunciation, as well as references to body language and 
gesticulation. Gesticulation is rather an essential part of spoken lan¬ 
guage than a kind of determinative after the words have been ut¬ 
tered; it so is an essential part of the communication between 
individuals and could leave traces in written language. 3 


3 These questions will be discussed in my forthcoming study of Egyptian 
Grammar: Morphology, Verb and Syntax . 

An example of a probably unspoken character is the r in the geminating class, 
where it appears to occur with an almost absurd lack of rule, but at all occasions 
as part of orthography; from this the question rises if the written character r (and 
other characters as well) were always pronounced, or were occasionally omitted 
in spoken Egyptian. My study of cuneiform Sumerian and Akkadian texts showed 
me that the Sumerian character r does not always occur where it may be expected, 
an interesting parallel between Egyptian and Semitic languages. 
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The completion of the Concordance marks the second stage in the 
publication of my Coffin Text Studies as announced in my paper, 
delivered at the Symposium held on the Occasion of the 100th Birth- 
day of Adriaan de Buck. Leiden, 17-19 December 1992 (not included 
in the Proceedings). It was preceded by the publication of a dictio¬ 
nary 4 and will be finalized by the publication of my studies in Egyptian 
grammar: Morphology, Verb and Syntax - a Reassessment. My post-graduate 
studies and research were not formally or informally incorporated 
in or related to any academic institution or organization. I chose to 
adhere to traditional treatment of the coffin texts, but at the same 
time to allow for testing new personal methods and ideas. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

First I want to thank the late Professor Hans Jacob Polotsky of the 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem who introduced me to the world of 
Egyptology and instigated the compilation of this concordance. He 
explicitly urged me to enter syntax studies disregarding his own theories 
on the C( second tenses”. 

I wish to express my sincere appreciation to my dear friends Aviva 
and Abraham Rosenberg for their hospitality and their efforts to 
confront me with reality, and to induce me to marshal the torrent 
of my data and theories. 

My appreciation also includes Brill Academic Publishers of Leiden 
who agreed to the almost obsolete, but for practical reasons in Egyptol¬ 
ogy still indispensable practice of handwritten works of reference. 

I am grateful that my independence of academic institutions and 
organizations allowed me freedom of thought in my analysis of the 


Another element of hieroglyphic script which is apparently indiscriminately used 
is the so-called stroke-determinative, a sign which also renders the dualis, the plural 
and sometimes even the suffix for the first person singular. The sign is a central 
phenomenon in hieroglyph texts; comparing all its occurrences in the Coffin Texts 
suggested to me a common denominator: a gesture, pointing to something in the 
vicinity of the speaker. 

4 Rami van der Molen. A Hieroglyphic Dictionary of Egyptian Coffin Texts. Leiden, 
E.J. Brill, 2000. (Probleme der Agyptologie, nr. 15) 
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Coffin texts according to the traditional method, but at the same 
time allowed the development of new and personal methods and ideas 
for my philological research. 


Zuidlaren, November 2004 
The Netherlands 


SIGNS 

At the beginning of a sentence: preceding part of the sentence 
omitted. 

In the middle of a sentence: part of the sentence skipped. 

At the end of a sentence: the sentence continues. 
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